Principal Characters

Henry Jekyll / Edward Hyde

Age Range: 30-40  Voice Range: Low G# to Top A
Jekyll is a doctor of medicine, held in high regard within profession.  His character is driven by the aim to improve the plight of those inflicted with mental illness – particularly his own father.  In pursuit of this goal he attempts to distinguish what causes the swing between good and evil within man and to find a chemical formula that can separate the two in order to eliminate the “evil” element of a man’s personality.  For this he requires a human subject and when the board of governors of the Hospital in which he practices reject his proposal, dismissing his claims as unlawful and blasphemous, he sets out to prove his theory by using himself as the subject.

Hyde is Jekyll’s alter ego - the evil portion of the man that is Jekyll – coming into existence when Jekyll tests his potion on himself.  As Jekyll continues the experiments Hyde begins to take over.  There is a flaw in the formula and as Jekyll fails to find the exact chemical combination to stop the process, Hyde grows stronger and Jekyll is no longer in control of when the transformations take place.  Jekyll’s unconscious anger at those who have slighted him takes form as Hyde begins to take revenge by killing them one by one.  

As the balance of power between these two characters shifts we see that there is a part of Hyde in Jekyll, in the passions that sometimes are glimpsed and the anger that he holds in check toward those who thwart his progress.  There is part of Jekyll always in Hyde, which we glimpse in his sometimes tender moments towards Lucy.

These characters are pivotal in the piece and thus we are looking for someone with presence, skill enough to play both aspects and great stamina.  The performer must have ability to play great emotional range.  

Jekyll has an elegance, propriety and manners, which belies his situation and breeding.  We need an ability to portray stillness, bearing and class whilst still having raw energy and passion. (Mr Rochester meets Mr Darcy).

Hyde has an animal magnetism, he is rough, earthy and perverse.  His physicality is manic, as if unleashed from bonds.  He is passionate to the point of obsession.  Carnal and guttural, he exudes sexuality and power.  (Jack Nicolson in The Shining meets Al Pacino in The Godfather).

Lucy Harris, the main attraction at "The Red Rat" 

Age Range: 20 – 30  Voice Range:  Low G# to Top F# (in belt)
Lucy is an actress/whore who lives above The Red Rat, a rather seedy drinking establishment in the locks at Camden.  She is, in her own eyes, an actress who gents come to watch as part of the floor show at The Red Rat.  She has to work as a whore in order to keep her room and rent.  She takes things as they come, knowing that there is little better life for her, although she does dream there is.  She, like all the girls at the Rat, is at the mercy of pimp and proprietor Spider.

Lucy is a pivot point in the piece for both Jekyll and Hyde.  She is the epitome of the carnal desire within each of them.  Jekyll, with his will and “goodness” keeps that desire well in check, but Hyde, as the unbound  spirit of Jekyll, can’t and won’t keep that desire checked.  Lucy becomes his fixation and to some intents, we hope his salvation.  To Lucy, Jekyll is an ideal, something she will never have.  Hyde is all she believes she deserves.  She is massively attracted to the part of Hyde that is Jekyll, but this confuses her as she also knows Hyde to be cruel and brutal, both mentally and physically toward her.  

We need a performer who can really act through song.  Vocally this is a challenging role and stamina is essential.  Lucy is an emotional animal, brash, bold, spunky and fascinating. She is sexual and knows her own body, she is not scared to show it or use it. She isn’t scared of anything.  Thus a performer in this role will be scared of nothing in the process of developing this character.  Taking risks as an actor is pre-requisite in this role.  (Nancy from Oliver meets Angelina Jolie!)

Emma Carew – Jekyll’s fiancée

Age Range: 20 – 25  Vocal Range: Low A to Top C! (Lyric Soprano)
Emma is the daughter of Sir Danvers Carew.  Emma is a graceful, elegant young woman, with spirit and a joy of life.  She is courteous, deferential and dutiful, but very much has her own mind and is slightly headstrong.  In Jekyll’s company she shows a great love and has an easy, fun and flirty manner around him.  She makes Jekyll smile.  She is all that makes him feel wanted, loved, respected and knows she will support him in everything.  

Emma as a character needs to hold her own against Lucy in the audiences’ eyes.  She cannot be seen to be wet, but needs a real softness that comes from her likely pampered upbringing.  She’s the epitome of propriety.  Vocally she should have an entrancing voice, easily singing in soprano range.  Vocally she is the opposite to Lucy, her tone is pure. Emma is effectively the “light” to Lucy’s “dark”.  (Claire Danes in Romeo and Juliet meets Lizzie in Pride and Prejudice!)
Gabriel John Utterson – lawyer and friend of Henry Jekyll

Age Range: 30 – 45  Vocal Range: Low B to Top G
John is Jekyll’s best friend, confidant, lawyer and supporter.  He is an upstanding man, regarded well by his peers.  Serious, somewhat sombre attitude and not given to laughter or joviality, but has an underlying humour.  Likely worked his way up the ranks of society, rather than was born into wealth.  He is a gentleman, first and last. Jekyll is his equal both intellectually and in standing and they have an ease when together.  He has no pretensions. He is ages with Jekyll and I imagine they spent some of their formative years frequenting drinking establishments, men’s clubs and had little qualms about using the services of whores.  Thus he is not a prude or self-righteous, although can be prudent and cautious when warranted.
Character wise, we need someone who holds himself with bearing.  He is assured of himself and is knowledgeable. The character gives a feeling of control, but with empathy and a touch of humour.  
Poole - Jekyll's manservant

Age Range: 50-65  Vocal Range: Non Singing (although like to play other roles too)
Jekyll’s butler.  I would say this man has been in Jekyll’s employ for a fair amount of time.  Faithful to his employer, Poole is the epitome of discretion. He would, without question, do anything asked of him of his master
(In the book, Poole gets very worried about his master, when he hears maniacal sounds coming from the study and worries his master has been murdered by a Mr Hyde.  He disregards propriety to go and find Utterson. Between them they breakdown the door, only to find the dead body of Hyde and thus Jekyll.)
The Board of Governors 

Mr. Simon Stride 

Age Range: 25 – 35  Vocal Range: Low A to top G
Stride is effectively the Secretary of Board of Governors of St Jude’s Hospital. He is rival to Jekyll both as a physician/scientist and within their social sphere. A young man who was born into wealth and who believes that his status and money should be able to get him anything he wants, including Jekyll’s fiancée Emma.  

Like others gents in the polite society, he has fallen for Emma and is of the view that she shouldn’t be marrying someone as volatile as Jekyll.  He is less mature and much more hot headed than Jekyll and isn’t afraid of venting his jealous anger within the realms of the board of governors meetings and even in Emma’s home. 
Stride needs to be slightly younger than Jekyll.  He is not quite as strong or has as much presence as Jekyll, thus seems weak in character when compared.  He is petulant and outspoken, but ends up looking the weaker man because of it.
Sir Danvers Carew 

Age Range: 50-65  Vocal Range: Low C to Top F
Sir Danvers is a genial man, who has no need to prove his standing in society or his influence over others.  As Chairman of the Board at St Judes Hospital, I would assume he had, in his day, been a highly respected physician. In later years, with his knighthood, he has deferred career for retirement and highly revered enough to be allowed to preside as Chairman of the Board. 
Possibly the guiding figure behind Jekyll’s development as a physican/scientist over the years and this would also allow for Jekyll to have been in contact with Danvers family ... particularly Emma.
Bishop of Basingstoke

Age Range: 50-65  Vocal Range: Low C# to top G
As his title suggests, he a man of the cloth. Likely on the board to make sure that religious strictures are placed upon development of medicine.  Likely the worst type of religious zealot and keen to make sure that the church keep strong reigns on not only the hospitals but on those who work within the profession.  

Victorian society very much had it’s principals and morals tied closely with the church who had a stronghold due to Queen Victoria and Albert’s demand of their court that they had to earn respect by example and be impenetrable to scandal. 

His position on the board was purely a matter of the church has the power and the Bishop will make sure a lot of it falls with him.
This however, didn’t stop the Bishop, relieving his desires (in a totally unmoral way) by using and abusing the lower classes to his own gain, particularly those women who would, for money, give anyone anything he wants.
This character is particularly sleazy.  He should be weaker than his peers on the board, both physically and mentally.  Safe to say he hides behind his “uniform” and his comments would be caustic and probably not particularly direct.  Don’t think he would win in a battle of wills with Jekyll. 

“One of the recurring problems that had weakened mid-Victorian governments had been the disputes in Parliament over the place of religion -- and which religion -- in the life of the nation.”  http://www.pbs.org/empires/victoria/text/historymoral.html
General Lord Glossop; 

Age Range: 50-65  Vocal Range: G# to middle C
Typical military man, the general has a rod up his ass.  He is pompous, exacting and probably was a paper pusher rather than has actually seen any front line fighting in his time.  Certainly a force to be reckoned with, overbearing and full of his own self importance.
The Right Honorable Archibald Proops; 

Age Range: 40-50  Vocal Range: B to E
A Queen’s Council (i.e. high level Barrister) and government official.  Busy man, “quick and methodical”, likely equates everything to it’s relevance to the law.  He would be the guiding force on the board of governors in terms of what is lawful, so would be quick to quash anything that he deemed ill advised. Although medical testing on human’s was not illegal at the time, it could bring down trouble from the law front on the hospital, so thus likely would become a problem to him.
Lady Beaconsfield

Age Range: 40 – 60  Vocal Range: G# to E
This character, I believe, is based partially on 1st Viscountess Beaconsfield who was wife of the prime minister Disraeli.  She was notorious for her uninhibited remarks.

Staid Victorians were often scandalised by her but learned not to comment.  She was shrewder than she looked.

In the musical, the character is in later life, although still takes great care of her appearance, particularly fashionable and flirts with those men around her.  She is outspoken to the point of rude and has a great regard for herself and her own self-importance.  Not particularly nice but most likely to be on every society list as guest!  We need someone who can give attitude (of the Victorian sort!) and move with a grace and ease of someone born to wealth and status. 

Lord Savage

Age Range: 35-45  Vocal Range: xx
Lord Savage is noted in the script as “having better things to do” and those are probably to see and be seen around town and in the best clubs, establishments and company. Titled from birth, he’s probably used his money to gain status. 
He is a bit of a dandy.  Likely would be first to be seen with the newest fashions and slightly “overdone” in the clothing department. He would as like frequent an opium den in the docks as he would the royal opera. Holds little respect for either Jekyll or Stride and see’s his duty on the board a necessary (in terms of status) but annoying appointment.  
Minor Speaking/Singing Roles

Nellie – Prostitute

Age Range: 20 – 40

Nellie is a “baiter” and whore.  In other words, she’s a girl who stands outside the Red Rat and entices gents into the establishment.  She is glamorous (or as much as one can get living in the dives of London).  
She, like Lucy, knows the score, knows a good mark when she sees one.  She also looks out for her friends and would call her fellow whores her family.  There is nothing too brash about Nellie.  Likely to get the good clients who treat her well.
The Spider, proprietor of "The Red Rat"

Age Range: 30 – 45  Vocal Range: Low B to E
Nasty, seedy and weasley could describe spider.  Like his name he probably traps his victims in a web.  Both the girls he uses to “service” his establishment and himself and those he likely blackmails after finding them using the very service he supplies.  He is give to violence and will make a point with his fists rather than words.  Wily but not particularly clever, apart from in the sense of working out the next scam.

Minor Singing/Speaking Roles

Mr. Bisset, an apothecary

Minister at wedding
Priest at Funeral
A Newsboy

A Pimp/Dandy

Red Rat Girls x 6

Gentlemen x 2 at Sir Danvers house

Minor Non Speaking Roles

Guinevere (Gwinny), manageress of "The Red Rat" 

Jekyll’s Father in mental hospital;

Ensemble Characters
Various
